'THE HERBERTS', ST MARY CHURCH

LETTINGS POLICY

The aim of the 'The Herberts' lettings policy is to ensure that the Newydd Housing Association (1974) Ltd new development at The Herberts, St Mary Church is sustainable, becoming part of the local community with tenants and homeowners showing a commitment to the locality. To achieve this aim, a lettings policy for the scheme has been agreed with the Vale of Glamorgan Council (VOG) & Newydd HA in consultation with the Llanfair Community Council.
All lettings should satisfy the main principles of the lettings policy for 'The Herberts', which are as follows:

All applicants must be members of the HOMES4U scheme. Homes4U is the allocation system for social housing in the Vale of Glamorgan area.  For an application pack please call the Homes4U hotline on 01446 709840.

No applicant will be accepted who has a drug related conviction.

1. Priority will be given to those applicants with a local connection as defined below:

· Resident in the area* for the last 12 months OR 3 out of the last 5 years

· Parents or close family** living in the area

· Permanently employed (or moving to be permanently employed) in the local area.

· Retiring from tied accommodation in the area.

* The local connection is geographically defined as Llanfair Community Council.

** Close family members include husband or wife, grandparents, children, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, nephews and nieces. Step and half relatives are treated as full blood relatives. 

2. When allocating the scheme, if local connection is exhausted then priority will next be given to applicants who have a local connection with the Cowbridge ward of the Vale of Glamorgan Council.

3. If required, lettings shall then extend to those applicants with a local connection to outlying rural villages in the Vale of Glamorgan, i.e. communities comprising less that 1,000 households. 

4. Should 1-3 be exhausted, lettings shall be extended to those applicants residing in the Vale of Glamorgan.

5. Subject to having a local connection people will then be allocated properties in line with the current HOMES4U policy, by band priority and then by the length of time registered with HOMES4U.

6. When letting the properties we will try to match/maximise the size of the accommodation with the household’s needs, but local connection will take priority.

7. Under criteria 1-4 above, priority will be given to applicants who:

(a) meet the requirements, and

(b) are also existing RSL/LA tenants who have demonstrated excellent tenancy management.

8. References will be taken up or interviews will be conducted for all applicants who apply for social housing on the scheme to ensure the best opportunity to achieve a new and sustainable community.  
Agreed at a meeting of Newydd Housing Association with the Llanfair Community Council facilitated by the Affordable Housing Enabler on 27th April 2011.
