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LEARNING AND CULTURE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

 
Minutes of a remote meeting held on 20th April, 2023. 
 
The Committee agenda is available here. 
 
The Meeting recording is available here. 
 
Present: Councillor R.R. Thomas (Chair); Councillor H.M. Payne (Vice-Chair); 
Councillors: W. Gilligan, E.J. Goodjohn, W.A. Hennessy, N.P. Hodges, J. Lynch-
Wilson, N.B. Marshallsea, and E. Penn.  
 
Co-Opted Members: G. van der Burgt (Parent Governor – Primary Sector), 
R. Morteo (Church in Wales), Dr. M. Price (Roman Catholic Church), and 
R. Goodjohn (Vale Youth Forum). 
 
 
Also present: Councillors R.M. Birch (Cabinet Member for Education, Arts and the 
Welsh Language), C.P. Franks and E. Williams (Cabinet Member for Social Care 
and Health). 
 
 
 ANNOUNCEMENT – 
 
Prior to the commencement of the business of the Committee, the Chair read the 
following statement: “May I remind everyone present that the meeting will be live 
streamed as well as recorded via the internet and this recording archived for future 
viewing”. 
 
 
 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE –  
 
These were received from Councillor A. Asbrey and L. Barrowclough (Parent 
Governor – Primary Sector). 
 
 
 MINUTES –  
 
RECOMMENDED– T H A T the minutes of the meeting held on 9th March, 2023 
be approved as a correct record. 
 
 
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST –  
 
These were received from Councillor H.M. Payne (Vice-Chair), who was also Vice-
Chair of the Vale Youth, and therefore had an interest in Agenda Item 4 – Youth 
Representation on the Learning and Culture Scrutiny Committee, and 
subsequently withdrew from the meeting before the start of this item.   
 

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our_council/Council-Structure/minutes,_agendas_and_reports/agendas/Scrutiny-LC/2023/23-04-20.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C85i32zuasE&list=PLzt4i14pgqIEhf6Nqf58QWzDmFZIS6XJO&index=1
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Councillor E.J. Goodjohn also declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 4 – 
Youth Representation on the Learning and Culture Scrutiny Committee, as her 
Son was a member of the Vale Youth Forum, however this was not prejudicial, 
and so she remained in the meeting. 
 

 
 YOUTH REPRESENTATION ON LEARNING AND CULTURE SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE (DLS) –   
 
The report was presented by the Head of Standards and Provision and the Senior 
Youth Manager for Universal Provision. The purpose of the report was to consider 
youth representation on the Learning and Culture Scrutiny Committee   
 
Cabinet had considered a report on the Review of Youth Cabinet and Participation 
Structures on 11th October, 2021 and agreed to change the current Youth Cabinet 
Constitution to remove the requirement for young people to be members of the 
Vale Youth Forum (VYF) to enable them to be elected on to the Youth Cabinet.  
 
Cabinet also agreed to the proposal to develop a Vale Big Voice Forum which had 
since started to meet regularly and would like this new group to be known as Vale 
Youth Council.   
 
The October 2021 Cabinet report did not sufficiently clarify expectations for 
ongoing youth representation on the Learning and Culture Scrutiny Committee.  
The current membership of the Learning and Culture Scrutiny Committee included 
two representatives of the Vale Youth Forum as non-voting observers. 
 
It was proposed that the Vale Youth Council becomes a singular route for young 
people to sit on Learning and Culture Scrutiny Committee. 
 
Following the presentation of the report, Committee Members were invited to 
speak.  Councillor Marshallsea stated that as there were already young people 
actively participating in the Committee, it would be unfortunate to lose their input 
and therefore proposed that representatives of both the Vale Youth Forum and 
Vale Youth Council be included in the Committee’s membership permanently. 
 
The Officers subsequently provided the following information in response to 
comments and queries from the Committee: 
 

• Vale Youth Forum members were able to also be members of the Vale 
Youth Council. 

• Whereas the Vale Youth Council was a Vale of Glamorgan Council 
organisation run by the Youth Service, the Vale Youth Forum was not. 

• The aim was to engage with as many youth groups as possible, and to 
speak with a variety of organisations and special interest groups to 
encourage as much youth participation as possible. 

• The key to the report’s recommendations was that which was agreed in the 
2021 report to Cabinet. 
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• The intention was that the Vale Youth Council would be the vehicle to 
representation on the Scrutiny Committee from 2024 onwards with both the 
Vale Youth Council and Vale Youth Forum being represented in the interim. 

• Having two non-voting observer representatives from each youth 
organisation ongoing may cause concern amongst other groups who 
wanted to be involved. 

• It was hoped that Vale Youth Forum members would still be represented at 
the Committee, if they were also members of the Vale Youth Council. 

• The Vale Youth Council was open to all young people who wanted to be 
involved. 

• Currently there were 15-16 actively engaged members of the Vale Youth 
Council. 

 
The Director of Learning and Skills also advised that the Vale Youth Council was 
not a new group, and that Councils were expected to establish groups of this kind.  
The Vale Youth Council had been in place for a number of years and the 2021 
Cabinet report sought to clarify arrangements for the group. 
 
Committee Members advised that it was important to hear from a variety of youth 
voices, and to increase youth enthusiasm, participation and involvement in the 
Committee, and this included the independent voices of those who may not wish 
to join the Vale Youth Council. 
 
With no further queries or comments, Committee subsequently: 
 
RECOMMENDED -  
 
(1) T H A T the report be noted. 
 
(2) T H A T Scrutiny Committee recommend to Full Council that the 
Membership of the Learning and Culture Scrutiny Committee be amended to 
include two non-voting seats allocated to representatives from each of the 
following organisations from the Municipal Year 2023/24 and onwards: 
 

• Vale Youth Forum; and  

• Vale Youth Council. 
 
(3) T H A T following approval of Recommendation (2) above by Full Council to 
the Membership of the Learning and Culture Scrutiny Committee, the Council’s 
Constitution be amended accordingly. 
 
Reasons for recommendations 
 
(1) Having regard to the report and discussions at the meeting, to support the 
delivery of the ‘Review of Youth Cabinet’ Cabinet report approved by Cabinet in 
October 2021.   
 
(2&3) To seek Council’s approval. 
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